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Introduction
This guide is to provide is to help researchers in the arts, humanities and social sciences at the
University of Cambridge to navigate internal and external funding opportunities to set up or maintain
international collaboration. Internal collaboration can take many different forms. While large grants
can provide ample funding for research collaboration we are focusing this guide on more initial,
specific and smaller scale funding opportunities that may lead in direction of such larger scale
collaboration.1 We organised this guide based on the types of funding that you might seek. The first
section concentrates on funding for international networks and pilot collaborations either through
external or internal funding. The second section focuses on how to bring international scholars to
Cambridge through visiting fellowships from a few months up to two years or more. The third section
covers arrangements that allow Cambridge researchers to go abroad for a period of time while section
four presents funding to set up institutional partnerships with institutions abroad. The last section
offers up opportunities how academics can explore new connections through other useful resources,
mentoring, participation in assessment, etc.
The following funding schemes are generic to arts, humanities and social sciences. Furthermore it
only includes funding that researchers based in the UK can apply for. Please also explore international
funding options from the side of your collaborators who might have access to additional funding
sources in their country of residence. Almost all subject areas will have subject specific funders with
schemes for early career and established researchers. These tend to be less competitive and can be
found via Research Professional alongside all other funding options for UK researchers
www.researchprofessional.com. A search on Research Professional can be setup to generate a weekly
personalised funding newsletter. Some information about subject-specific funding opportunities may
also be found on Department/Faculty websites or newsletters. Departmental contacts for Research
Grant Administration can be found at http://www.ahssresearch.group.cam.ac.uk/Research-supportcontacts/.
The links in this document are live and should allow you to directly access the funder websites. Please
note that deadlines for funding calls are subject to change. Applicants are advised to consult the
appropriate websites regularly for the latest information.
As part of the 2015 spending review, the UK government has provided £1.5 billion of Official
development Assistance for research – the Global Challenges Research Fundi (GCRF) (mainly for
research projects) and the Newton Fundii (mainly mobility fellowships and institutional partnerships).
Funding applications need to be compliant with official development assistance requirements and link
with ODA recipient countries. Calls under the GCRF are NOT included in the table below. These can
be found through the Global Challenges Research Fund website (http://www.rcuk.ac.uk/funding/gcrf/)
or by subscribing to the Research Professional funding newsletter:
http://www.ahssresearch.group.cam.ac.uk/material/research-professional-registration-and-search.pdf
(a search on Research Professional can be easily set up and personalised to generate a weekly
personalised funding newsletter).

1

For information about large scale funding such as through the Arts and Humanities Research Council, the
Economic and Social Research Council, Leverhulme Trust, Wellcome Trust or through Horizon 2020 such as the
European Research Council please visit https://www.ahssresearch.group.cam.ac.uk/res-fund-opps and contact
the School Research Facilitators.
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1. a External Funding for International Networks and Pilot
Collaborations
AHRC Network Funding
http://www.ahrc.ac.uk/funding/opportunities/current/researchnetworking/
The Research Networking Scheme is intended to support forums for the discussion and exchange of
ideas on a specified thematic area, issue or problem. The intention is to facilitate interactions between
researchers and stakeholders through, for example, a short-term series of workshops, seminars,
networking activities or other events. The aim of these activities is to stimulate new debate across
boundaries, for example, disciplinary, conceptual, theoretical, methodological, and/or international.
Proposals should explore new areas, be multi-institutional and can include creative or innovative
approaches or entrepreneurship. Proposals must justify the approach taken and clearly explain the
novelty or added value for bringing the network participants together. Proposals for full economic
costs up to £30,000 for a period of up to two years may be submitted. The exact mechanism for
networking and the duration is up to the applicants to decide but must be fully justified in the
proposal. An additional threshold of up to £15,000 full economic cost may be sought to cover the
costs of any international participants or activities in addition to the £30,000 fEC scheme limit.
Proposals will need to be submitted by an eligible Research Organisation but must involve
collaboration with at least one other organisation, as well as having significant relevance to
beneficiaries in the UK.

Global Challenges Research Fund: AHRC GCRF Research Networking
Highlight Notice for International Development
http://www.ahrc.ac.uk/funding/opportunities/current/research-networking-highlight-notice-forinternational-development/
The network scheme is intended to support forums to explore the contribution that arts and humanities
research can make to challenges, policy and or practice relating to international development. Topics
could touch, for example, on questions of sustainability, urbanisation, questions of gender,
communities and inclusive participation, cultural life, conflict, etc.
The scheme provides up to £30,000 of funding for up to 2 years for collaboration involving at least
one more UK university and an additional £30,000 for inclusion of international partners from the
DAC-list of low and middle-income countries (LMICs) (including Eritrea, Kenya, Sudan, Brazil,
India, China, Mongolia, etc.). Participants could include (1) researchers from LMICs, (2) nonacademic partners from LMICs and /or (3) relevant international organisations working on issues
related to development in LMICs (e.g. international aid, humanitarian or cultural exchange, etc.).
The closing date of this highlight notice is 28/02/2017 although applications can be submitted earlier.
You have to have opened an application form on Je-S between early and mid-December in order to be
able to apply!
Please find more information through the following
link: http://www.ahrc.ac.uk/funding/opportunities/current/research-networking-highlight-notice-forinternational-development/. The Highlight Notice can be downloaded here.

ESRC Research Seminars
http://www.esrc.ac.uk/funding/funding-opportunities/research-seminars-competition/
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Strictly speaking this is no networking scheme but bears considerable similarity in terms of format
and funding. The ESRC Research Seminars are to establish new or support existing groups of national
and researchers, postgraduate students and non-academic users who meet regularly to exchange
information and ideas in order to advance research within their fields. It is desirable to also include
international collaborators with the aim to establish long-term relationships with overseas social
scientists. It is expected that around three seminars will be organised per year. Around 50 awards will
be available of up to £30,000 over two to three years. Deadline usually at end of January of each year,
but not running 2016-17.

British Academy: International Partnership and Mobility Scheme
(not currently open for applications but expected in 2017)
One-year awards of £10,000 and three-year awards of up to £30,000 were available to support the
development of research partnerships between UK scholars and scholars in Africa, Latin America and
the Caribbean, the Middle East, Eurasia, South Asia, East and South-East Asia. Awards cover any
branch of the humanities or social sciences and are intended to focus on collaborative research on a
specific theme of mutual interest, rather than purely on establishing networks. Partnerships can
include a range of related activities, and mobility (in the form of visits in both directions, exchanges,
etc.) should form an integral part of proposals. The scheme is intended to initiate the development of
long-term links between UK and overseas scholars. A number of one-year partnerships were cofunded by the Ministry of Science & Technology Taiwan and the Shanghai Academy of Social
Sciences, with a February 2016 deadline. The call for applications is not currently available, however
may come back online in 2017. Log into the British Academy’s grant application tool e-GAP 2 to
view the scheme notes from 2016: https://egap.britac.ac.uk/Home.aspx

British Council Researcher Links
https://www.britishcouncil.org/education/science/researcher-links
The July 2016 calls have now closed. The next round will likely open in April 2017.
The British Council Researcher Links gives early career researchers across selected partner
countries the opportunity to form international connections through fully funded workshops and
travel grants. Partner Countries: the exact country list may change and will be confirmed with
each individual call for proposals. Please check if your country is listed with each call. Previous
calls have included the following countries: Azerbaijan, Bangladesh, Brazil, Colombia, Egypt,
Indonesia, Kazakhstan, Malaysia, Mexico, Morocco, Nigeria, Pakistan, Qatar, Russia, South
Africa, Thailand, Turkey, United States of America (Travel Grants only), Vietnam.
There are two strands of Researcher Links:
 Travel Grants: designed to provide financial support for early career researchers to
spend up to three months in any partner country participating in the Researcher Links
initiative with a view to enhancing and strengthening links for future collaboration,
building research capacity in developing economies, and enhancing the researchers’
career opportunities. The travel grants are open to early-career researchers that are based
in either the UK or one of the partner countries.
 Workshops: designed to provide financial support to bring together a UK/partner country
bilateral cohort of early career researchers to take part in a workshop focusing on building
links for future collaboration and enhancing the researchers’ career opportunities.
Leading Researchers should apply to be workshop coordinators and propose a theme for
the workshop using the application form. It must be a joint application, with one
Funding opportunities for international exchange in the arts, humanities and social sciences
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coordinator based at a UK institution and one based in the partner country. The applicants
can be of any nationality, but must be based in the UK or one of the partner countries.
Leading Researchers are defined as being upper R3 and R4, as outlined by the EC in this
document. The participants of the workshops must be early-career researchers and must
also be based in either the UK or one of the partner countries. See:
https://euraxess.ec.europa.eu/europe/career-development/training-researchers/researchprofiles-descriptors

Newton Researcher Links
(administered by the British Council)

https://www.britishcouncil.org/education/science/researcher-links
Following the same structure as the British Council Researcher Links scheme detailed above,
the Newton Researcher Links scheme in the first years of the fund is expected to run in the
following countries. Please note that not all of the countries will be included in each call. For
current opportunities, see: http://www.newtonfund.ac.uk/funding/funding-opportunities/ Please
note that the research area in which applications can be made is guided by the participating
organisation in the countries listed below:
 China: UK-China Research and Innovation Partnership Fund
 India: Newton-Bhabha Fund
 Brazil
 South Africa
 Mexico
 Colombia: Newton-Caldas Fund
 Chile
 Turkey: Newton-Katip Çelebi Fund
 Malaysia: Newton-Ungku Omar Fund
 Thailand
Vietnam
 Indonesia
 Philippines: Newton Angham Programme
 Egypt: Newton-Mosharafa Fund
 Kazakhstan: Newton-Al Farabi Partnership Programme
 Kenya (more information coming soon)
Programmes will be tailored to meet national partners’ needs. Not all programmes will be run in
all Newton Fund countries. The July 2016 calls have now closed. The next round will likely open
in April 2017.
Opens in a new tab or win dow.

MSCA European Training Networks (ETN)
MSCA ETN supports competitively selected joint research training for a cohort of doctoral
researchers who will carry out their PhDs as part of the network. They are implemented by
partnerships of universities, research institutions, research infrastructures, businesses, SMEs, and
other socio-economic actors from different countries across Europe and beyond.
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Further guidance on the MSCA European Training Network, The next deadline is 10 January 2017,
with full details of the call available here:
http://ec.europa.eu/research/participants/data/ref/h2020/other/guides_for_applicants/h2020-guideappl16-msca-itn_en.pdf
An overview factsheet of the scheme is available here. Slides from an UKRO Information event
on the scheme (October 2015) can be downloaded here.

Wellcome Trust: Small Grants in Humanities and Social Science
The Trust provides funding for research and training in the medical humanities including the history
of medicine and biomedical ethics. Funding is available to researchers in developing countries. For
details see www.wellcome.ac.uk & www.wellcome.ac.uk/Funding/Medical-humanities/index.htm
This scheme is for small-scale research projects, scoping exercises and meetings. A Small Grant is
usually up to £5,000, although you can apply for up to £10,000 if appropriate (eg you want to hold an
international meeting). Support can include: research expenses for small-scale projects; conference
and meeting costs, with a contribution towards the cost of hosting: a conference; a session within a
conference; a symposium; a seminar series. The meeting should either be: for research purposes eg
data gathering, to disseminate the findings from your research. The meeting can be held in: the UK,
Republic of Ireland or a low- or middle-income country. Costs can include: travel and accommodation
for keynote speakers, room hire and catering, event publicity, conference pack publication. A further
call will be announced in 2017.
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1. b Cambridge Internal Funding for International Staff Exchange
Cambridge Humanities Research Grant Scheme (CHRGS): Tier 2: Standard
Grants
The Cambridge Humanities Research Grants scheme (CHRG) supports research in the arts,
humanities and social sciences across the University of Cambridge. Under Tier 2, it supports
applications to conduct small-scale research activities that enable senior University researchers
(usually University Lecturers, or those holding a senior Fellowship) to bid successfully for largerscale funding, and/or to generate publications, and/or to contribute materially in other ways towards
the research objectives of their home institution. The scheme provides £1-£20,000 and can be used,
among other things, to support early-stage network or concept-development activities, including
collaborative work with CRASSH.
There are two open calls each year, with deadlines in the Michaelmas and Lent Terms. A crossSchool panel will be convened comprising the Head of each of the two Schools, plus another senior
academic from each School. Awards may only be held via a Faculty or Department. Applications
must be made using the online system hosted by the School of the Humanities and Social Sciences,
available here: https://webservices.admin.cam.ac.uk/ncbk/gabb/fp.cgi. For Tier 2: in addition to the
online form, a project proposal (max 2 sides of A4) and one independent and external reference will
be required.

Cambridge Humanities Research Grant scheme: Tier 3- PSL exchange
The Cambridge Humanities Research Grants scheme (CHRG) supports research in the arts,
humanities and social sciences across the University of Cambridge. Under Tier 3, it supports mutual
exchange with institutions within Paris Sciences et Lettres (PSL). A list of PSL institutions can be
found via: https://www.univ-psl.fr/fr/membres-de-psl2 and see also the University of Cambridge’s
page on the International Strategy office website: http://www.internationalstrategy.admin.cam.ac.uk/exchanges-and-collaborations/paris-sciences-et-lettres#overlaycontext=academic-exchanges
The scheme welcomes applications from any independent researcher holding a current contract of
employment at the University the point of application. All applicants are advised to liaise with their
home Department or Faculty to confirm support before making an application. The CHRG will
provide funding for exchange visits between Cambridge and other academics or students of between
£1k and £10k. Awards will support the direct non-pay costs of organising conferences or seminars –
costs for staff time, research assistance or publication costs will not be considered. PSL has agreed to
contribute 50% of awards approved by both Universities.
There are two open calls each year, with deadlines in the Michaelmas and Lent Terms. A crossSchool panel will be convened comprising the Head of each of the two Schools, plus another senior
academic from each School. Applications must be made using the online system hosted by the School
of the Humanities and Social Sciences https://webservices.admin.cam.ac.uk/ncbk/gabb/fp.cgi
For more information, see https://www.ahssresearch.group.cam.ac.uk/CHRG, while an example
application to the scheme is available here: https://www.ahssresearch.group.cam.ac.uk/CHRG/Tier3
2

The 25 members of PSL include among others the Collège de France, Conservatoire National Supérieur de
Musique et de Danse de Paris, École National Supérieure des Arts Décoratifs, École Nationale Supérieure des
Beaux-Arts, École Normale Supérieure, École des Hautes Études en Sciences Sociales, Université ParisDauphine, École Nationale des Chartes, École Francaise d’Extrême Orient, École Pratique des Hautes Études,
Centre National de la Recherche Scientifique.
Funding opportunities for international exchange in the arts, humanities and social sciences
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and the full funding guide here:
https://www.ahssresearch.group.cam.ac.uk/CHRG/CHRGschemenotesv12August2016.pdf/view

DAAD Cambridge Research Hub: workshops & seed funding
http://www.cam.ac.uk/daad/about
The Hub seeks to draw upon and support the activities of all Cambridge scholars working on Germanrelated and comparative themes from any period and from across all subjects in the Arts, Humanities
and the Social Sciences. The DAAD Hub encourages Cambridge-based academics seeking to
establish collaborations with colleagues at German universities and research institutes and is
particularly interested in fostering collaborations that go beyond the bilateral, for example those that
link British and German colleagues with networks in North America, Central and Eastern Europe and
the developing world. For examples of current workshops, see Workshops.
Funding per event, per year, is up to £5000. Proposals that include matching or partial funding are
most welcome. A further Call will be circulated in the Easter Term 2017.
All Cambridge staff on research contracts (including senior research associates, CTOs and JRFs) and
graduate students registered for a Cambridge PhD may apply, but not visiting or other affiliated
researchers. Language Teaching Officers may also apply at the discretion of the Hub Directors and
Management Committee. Grant recipients should be on a Cambridge contract or be a registered PhD
student at the time the funded activity takes place. For more information, contact:
Ingrid.Hobbis@admin.cam.ac.uk.

Funding through Cambridge in Africa:
http://www.cambridge-africa.cam.ac.uk/initiatives/
See in particular:

Cambridge-Africa ALBORADA Research Fund
http://www.cambridge-africa.cam.ac.uk/initiatives/the-alborada-research-fund/
This fund was established in 2012 with a generous £1 million donation from The
ALBORADA Trust, UK to the Cambridge-Africa programme. The Fund enables principal
investigators at the University of Cambridge, across all disciplines, to apply (jointly with a
partner at a sub-Saharan African university or research institution) for grants to initiate and/or
strengthen research collaborations. Funds are awarded for research costs such as reagents,
fieldwork and equipment. African fellows who are members of on-going initiatives of the
Cambridge-Africa Programme (i.e. MUII, THRiVE, and CAPREx) and their Cambridge
mentors/collaborators are also encouraged to apply for funds jointly, for activities that add
value to their existing research projects.
By the end of 2015, the ALBORADA fund had supported 78 research collaborations in 11
African countries, involving 28 African institutions, in more than 30 areas of knowledge, and
with 78 African researchers and 86 Cambridge researchers participating. The ALBORADA
Trust has therefore awarded a further £4 million to the Cambridge-Africa Programme for the
period 2016 to 2026, to support further engagement between Cambridge and Africa
(see https://www.cam.ac.uk/news/cambridge-engagement-with-africa-will-expand-followingmajor-gift). This great gift is therefore likely to double the number of awards that were being
made to research partners each year, and will ensure that Cambridge's engagement with
African institutions is sustained on a long-term basis.
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Any enquiries about the Cambridge-Africa ALBORADA Research Fund can be directed to
the coordinator, Dr Sophia Mahroo: szm21@cam.ac.uk

Cambridge/Canterbury Academic Exchange Programme
http://www.international-strategy.admin.cam.ac.uk/academic-exchanges/cambridge-canterburyexchange-programme
The University of Cambridge and the University of Canterbury announced with great pleasure the
establishment from 2008 of a reciprocal academic visitor exchange programme between the two
universities entitled the Cambridge/Canterbury Exchange Programme with the first visits occurring in
2009. The two universities have a lengthy association and a series of distinguished Cambridge
visitors to Canterbury over the years.
The goal of the Cambridge/Canterbury Exchange Programme, which will be primarily administered
by the University of Canterbury, is to build on the academic links that have already been developed
and to benefit the students and staff of both universities by funding the regular visits of academic staff
members.
The Memorandum of Understanding between the two Universities, signed in February 2008 refers to:
‘The University of Canterbury and the University of Cambridge, in furtherance of their mutual
interests in teaching and research, and as a contribution to increased international cooperation
between them, hereby agree to implement, within the framework of the regulations applying in
each of the institutions and subject to the availability of resources, the following programmes
and activities:
 Exchange of continuing academic staff members
 Joint research activities
 Participation in teaching, seminars and academic meetings
 Exchange of publications, academic materials and other information
 Joint quality assurance benchmarking.’
The Cambridge/Canterbury Exchange Programme is jointly funded by the University of Canterbury,
with assistance for relevant faculties from the bequest of John Angus Erskine, its distinguished
graduate in science, engineering and economics and by the University of Cambridge. The Fellowships
to be awarded each year are available in all faculties and are additional to those available under the
existing Visiting Erskine Fellowships, Visiting Oxford Fellowships, Erskine Grants, Oxford Grants,
Visiting Canterbury Fellowships and other leave programmes. See also: Rutherford Visiting
Scholars scheme at Trinity College

Funding opportunities for international exchange in the arts, humanities and social sciences
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2. Bringing people to Cambridge
Note: in addition to the opportunities listed below, Cambridge’s Colleges offer a wide range of
visiting fellowship and visitor schemes. Those interested are encouraged to look at College website
for further information: http://map.cam.ac.uk/colleges/

DAAD Visits to Cambridge by German scholars
To encourage long-term scholarly exchange and collaboration funds can be applied for to cover the
costs of visits to Cambridge by German scholars, for any period ranging from one week (minimum) to
four weeks. Note that German visitors may not apply directly to the Hub but must be nominated by a
Cambridge academic who will be prepared to act as their academic host. Proposals will be judged on
the value that they add to a group of scholars and graduate students and/or the quality of a future
collaborative project/research grant application to be worked on during the visit. Guests should also
give a paper/lecture which will be held in the relevant Department/research seminar but also be
advertised openly via the Hub website; the general topic should be included in the application.
http://www.cam.ac.uk/daad/about

CRASSH International Visiting Fellowships
http://www.crassh.cam.ac.uk/programmes/interna
CRASSH Visiting Fellowships are designed to support the Centre's research interests and activities.
Depending on the Fellowship, Fellows are usually given office accommodation in the Centre and,
where appropriate, funding twoards travel, as well as certain practical assistance in their research.
CRASSH will also endeavour to arrange residential accommodation and other regular social and
intellectual exchanges with Cambridge colleges. CRASSH may also support visitors who come to
Cambridge for a period of days or weeks in order to participate in a particular activity organised by
the Centre.

Marie Sklodowska-Curie Actions: Individual Fellowships (MSCA-IF)
http://ec.europa.eu/research/participants/portal/desktop/en/opportunities/h2020/topics/msca-if-2017.html

While not an exchange scheme as such, the MSCA Individual fellowship scheme enables Cambridge
academics to invite researchers from anywhere in the world to apply to the scheme and be hosted at
Cambridge under the supervisor of a Cambridge Host Supervisor, or to host secondments for
researchers holding grants at other institutions. It also presents an opportunity for new Cambridge
academics (<12 months in the UK) to spend up to two years at another EU or Associated Country
organisation, and for Cambridge researchers to apply for a Global Fellowship to spend 2 year outside
of Europe, and 1 year back at Cambridge working on their research and training project.
Individual Fellowships (next deadline: 14 September 2017) support the mobility of researchers within
and beyond Europe - as well as helping to attract the best foreign researchers to work in the EU. The
grant usually covers two years' salary, a mobility allowance, research costs and overheads for the host
institution. Individual researchers submit proposals for funding in liaison with their planned host
organisation, represented by a Host Supervisor (an established academic at the University who is
willing to support the research and training of the incoming fellow). Proposals are judged on their
research quality, the researcher's future career prospects, and the support offered by and suitability of
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the host organisation. Fellows can also spend part of the fellowship elsewhere in Europe if this would
boost impact, and those restarting their career in Europe benefit from special eligibility conditions.
 Fellowships take the form of European Fellowships or Global Fellowships. European
Fellowships (up to 24 months) are held in EU Member States or Associated Countries and are
open to researchers either coming to Europe from any country in the world or moving within
Europe. The researcher must comply with the rules of mobility in the country where the
European Fellowship is held.
 Return and reintegration of researchers into a longer term research position in Europe,
including in their country of origin, is supported via a separate multi-disciplinary
reintegration panel of the European Fellowships. For the reintegration panel, there is be
mobility into Europe. Support to individuals to resume research in Europe after a career
break, e.g. after parental leave, is ensured via a separate multi-disciplinary career restart
panel of the European Fellowships. To qualify for the career restart panel, researchers must
not have been active in research for at least 12 months immediately prior to the deadline for
submission. Researchers seeking to work on research and innovation projects in an
organisation from the non-academic sector will be supported via a separate multidisciplinary society and enterprise panel of the European Fellowships. The objective of this
panel is to facilitate career moves between the academic and non-academic sectors and to
open attractive career opportunities for researchers outside academia.
 Global Fellowships (up to 36 months) are based on a secondment to a third country and a
mandatory 12 month return period to a European host. The researcher must comply with the
rules of mobility in the country where the Global Fellowship secondment takes place, not for
the country of the return phase.
Researchers receiving an Individual Fellowship may opt to include a secondment phase in Europe,
notably in the non-academic sector, within the overall duration of their fellowship. The secondment
phase can be a single period or be divided into shorter mobility periods. The secondment should
significantly add to the impact of the fellowship.

Newton Fund
http://www.newtonfund.ac.uk/funding/funding-opportunities/
The Newton Fund promotes the economic development and welfare in partnering
countries, through science and innovation partnerships. It aims to strengthen science and
innovation capacity and unlock further funding to support poverty alleviation. It is managed by
UK’s Department of Business, Energy and Industrial Strategy, and delivered through 15 UK
delivery partners in collaboration with 16 partner countries. The Newton Fund was launched in
2014 and originally consisted of £75 million each year for 5 years. In the 2015 UK Spending
Review it was agreed to extend and expand the Fund. The Newton Fund was extended from 2019
to 2021 and expanded by doubling the £75 million investment to £150 million by 2021, leading
to a £735 million UK investment to 2021, with partner countries providing matched resources
within the Fund. The funding covers activities in three broad categories:
 People: increasing capacity for science and innovation in partner countries.
 Research: research collaborations on development topics.
 Translation: creating collaborative solutions to development challenges and
strengthening innovation systems.
For more information visit: www.newtonfund.ac.uk and follow via Twitter: @NewtonFund
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For the humanities and social sciences, the British Academy administers a number of Newton
Fund opportunities. In most cases researchers from (some) Newton Fund countries are able to
apply to a further strand of the schemes that the BA already has on offer.

Newton Advanced Fellowships
(not currently open for applications but expected in Spring 2017)
http://www.britac.ac.uk/newton-advanced-fellowships
Newton Advanced Fellowships provide early to mid-career international researchers who already
have a track record with an opportunity to develop their research strengths and capabilities, and
those of their group or network, through training, collaboration and visits with a partner in the UK.
(For 2016, Malaysia, Mexico, South Africa were the only countries can be applied to). Further
deadlines are expected in 2017

Newton International Fellowships
(not currently open for applications but expected in Spring 2017)
http://www.britac.ac.uk/newton-international-fellowships?frmAlias=/newton-internationalfellowships/
Newton International Fellowships enable researchers to work for two years at a UK institution with
the aim of fostering long-term international collaborations. The Scheme aims to attract the most

promising early career postdoctoral researchers from overseas in the fields of natural
sciences, physical sciences, medical sciences, social sciences and the humanities. The
Newton International Fellowships Scheme is delivered by the British Academy, Academy of
Medical Sciences, and the Royal Society. Applicants must have a PhD, have no more than 7
years of active full time postdoctoral experience, be working outside the UK, and not hold
UK citizenship. Additional Fellowships will be supported through the Newton Fund,
specifically for applicants from Newton Fund partner countries. This new initiative aims to
develop long-term sustainable growth and welfare of partner countries through building
research and innovation capacity, and forms part of the UK's Official Development Assistance
commitment. Newton Fund countries (for applications in the humanities and social sciences)
include Brazil, Mexico, South Africa and Turkey.

Newton Mobility Grants
(not currently open for applications but expected in Spring 2017)
http://www.britac.ac.uk/newton-mobility-grants
Newton Mobility Grants provide support for international researchers based in a country covered by
the Newton Fund to establish and develop collaboration with UK researchers around a specific jointly
defined research project. These one-year awards are particularly suited to initiate new collaborative
partnerships, between scholars who have not previously worked together, or new initiatives between
scholars who have collaborated in the past. Newton Mobility Grants from the British Academy are
currently available for the following countries: South Africa, Turkey, Vietnam. Further calls are
expected in 2017.
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Leverhulme Trust - Visiting Professorships
https://www.leverhulme.ac.uk/funding/grant-schemes/visiting-professorships
Awarded to UK institutions that wish to invite an eminent researcher from overseas to enhance the
knowledge and skills of academic staff or the student body within the host institution. The scheme
covers maintenance, travel expenses and research costs. Visiting Professorships last between 3-12
months.
The objective of these awards is to enable distinguished academics based overseas to spend between
three and twelve months inclusive at a UK university, primarily in order to enhance the skills of
academic staff or the student body within the host institution. It is recognised that Visiting Professors
may also wish to use the opportunity to further their own academic interests. The sum requested
should reflect the individual circumstances of the visitor and the nature and duration of the proposed
activities. A maintenance grant up to a level commensurate with the salary of a professor in the
relevant field at the receiving institution may be requested. Economy travel costs to and from the UK
will also be met. Requests for associated costs, if justified by the programme, may include, for
example, travel within the UK, laboratory consumables, and essential technical assistance. Please read
the following before submitting an application: Eligibility and Application procedure.

European Research Council: Visiting Research Fellowships to Cambridge ERC
projects for potential ERC applicants from Flanders, Czech Republic, Estonia,
Hungary, Poland, Slovenia
https://erc.europa.eu/funding-and-grants/funding-schemes/other-erc-opportunities
The ERC Scientific Council has invited relevant national and regional authorities in Europe to fund
potential ERC candidates from the country or the region to visit the teams of existing ERC Principal
Investigators. The purpose is to offer these potential candidates an opportunity to broaden and
strengthen their research profile and vision in an internationally competitive research environment
before applying for an ERC grant. These programmes are open to researchers of all disciplines and the
main evaluation criterion for the applicants is scientific excellence and their potential to be awarded
an ERC grant. These programmes cover all costs pertaining to the research visit including salary,
travel and subsistence costs, but require visiting fellows to apply for an ERC grant within a specified
time after the end of the visit. It is expected that the visiting fellow, by participating and contributing
to a cutting edge research project of the hosting team and receiving the advice of the ERC grantee,
will be able to prepare a stronger proposal for the ERC. National and/or regional authorities willing to
set up such a scheme can consult the guidelines. Currently the following programmes are in place:
 Flanders (Belgium), with the Research Foundation Flanders (FWO) More information
 Czech Republic, with the Czech Science Foundation (GA CR) More information
 Estonia, with the Estonia Research Council (ETag) More information
 Hungary, with the National Research, Development and Innovation Office (NKFIH) More
information
 Poland, with the National Science Centre (NCN) More information
 Slovenia, with the Slovenian Research Agency (ARRS) More information
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European Research Council: ERC teams open to the world, enables early-career
researchers from specific countries outside the EU to join existing Cambridge ERC
projects.
https://erc.europa.eu/funding-and-grants/funding-schemes/other-erc-opportunities
"Implementing Arrangements" have been signed with key funding bodies and science ministries
around the world. These arrangements provide opportunities in Europe for early-career scientists
supported by non-European funding agencies to temporarily join a research team run by an ERC
grantee. The purpose of the arrangements is to encourage, develop and facilitate such opportunities.
Currently the following arrangements are in place:
 United States, signed 13 Jul 2012, with the National Science Foundation (NSF). Read
more: agreement, press release
 Korea, signed 8 Nov 2013, with the Ministry of Science, ICT and Future Planning. Read
more: agreement, press highlight
 Argentina, signed 13 Mar 2015, with the Ministry of Science, Technology and Productive
Innovation. Read more: agreement ES|EN, press highlight For the interested CONICETfunded scientists, see more here
 Japan, signed 29 May 2015 with the Society for the Promotion of Science (JSPS). Read
more: agreement EN, press release For the interested JSPS-fellows, see more here
 China, signed 29 Jun 2015, with the National Natural Science Foundation (NSFC). Read
more: agreement ZH|EN, press highlight For the interested NSFC-funded scientists, see
more here
 South Africa, signed 26 Oct 2015, with the National Research Foundation (NRF). Read
more: agreement EN
 Mexico, signed 12 Nov 2015, with the Mexican National Council of Science and Technology
(Conacyt). Read more: agreement ES|EN, press highlight
 Brazil, signed 13 Oct 2016, with the Brazilian National Council of the State funding agencies
(CONFAP). Read more: agreement EN, press highlight
 Canada, signed 28 Oct 2016, with the Tri-agency Institutional Programs Secretariat. Read
more: agr

Foundation for Research Support of the State of São Paulo (FAPESP) through a funding agreement
with RCUK: http://www.rcuk.ac.uk/international/funding/collaboration/RCUKFAPESPmou/
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3. For Cambridge staff to travel
Many standard research fellowships allow researchers relief from teaching and administrative duties
in order to concentrate on a dedicated period of time (3-24months) to conduct research which may be
abroad. Often research expenses are limited however which restrict extensive travel plans. Standard
schemes include Leverhulme Research Fellowship3British Academy Mid-Career Fellowship4British
Academy/Leverhulme Senior Research Fellowship5Leverhulme International Academic
Fellowship6AHRC Leadership Fellows Scheme7. If you are interested in standard fellowships please
download the specialist guidance on fellowship applications from the AHSS research website
https://www.ahssresearch.group.cam.ac.uk/res-fund-opps/fellowships/established. In addition to
standard fellowship schemes, some funders provide dedicated support for prolonged stays abroad.
Please find a list of these here:

Leverhulme International Academic Fellowship
https://www.leverhulme.ac.uk/funding/grant-schemes/international-academic-fellowships
if your proposal is aimed at working and staying abroad in one or more research centres outside
of the UK AND the objective of your fellowship is to develop new knowledge, skills and ideas
(rather than covering a single research project as such)
deadline early/mid-November each year, 15 awards
The Fellowship covers between 3 and 12 months, £40,000 for teaching replacement, travel,
maintenance and research costs; tends to be undersubscribed and is therefore less competitive than the
above.

Newton Fund: Reciprocal Schemes for UK Researchers
http://www.britac.ac.uk/newton-fund-reciprocal-schemes
Under the Newton Fund, the British Academy's international partners in Brazil, Mexico, South Africa,
Turkey, and Vietnam, have opened up further opportunities for research funding for collaborations
with the UK. Many of these schemes are directly aimed at researchers based in the UK. Applications
for these schemes are submitted directly to the country partner. Opportunities vary depending on
scheme and country. Further deadlines are expected:
Brazil: CONFAP
Fellowships, Research Mobility Grants and Young Investigator Awards for UK researchers
Mexico: CONACYT & Mexican Academy of Sciences
Advanced Fellowships and Mobility Grants for UK researchers
South Africa: National Research Foundation
Fellowships for Early Career Researchers from the UK 2017
Turkey: TUBITAK
Research Fellowship Programme for International Researchers
Fellowships for Visiting Researchers and Researchers on Sabbatical Leave
Vietnam - NAFOSTED
Short-term research fellowship opportunities in the UK for Vietnamese researchers

3

https://www.leverhulme.ac.uk/funding/grant-schemes/research-fellowships
http://www.britac.ac.uk/british-academy-mid-career-fellowships
5
http://www.britac.ac.uk/british-academy-leverhulme-senior-research-fellowships
6
https://www.leverhulme.ac.uk/funding/grant-schemes/international-academic-fellowships
7
http://www.ahrc.ac.uk/funding/opportunities/current/leadershipfellows/
4
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Fellowships for UK Researchers – Turkey British Academy/TUBITAK
http://www.tubitak.gov.tr/en/scholarship/postdoctoral/international-programmes/content-2221fellowships-for-visiting-scientists-and-scientists-on-sabbatical-leave
Fellowship Description:
The Scientific and Technological Research Council of Turkey (TÜBİTAK) grants fellowships for
international scientists/researchers who would like to give workshops/conferences/lectures, or conduct
R&D activities in Turkey in the fields of Natural Sciences, Engineering and Technological Sciences,
Medical Sciences, Agricultural Sciences, Social Sciences and Humanities. The program aims to
promote Turkey’s scientific and technological collaboration with countries of the prospective fellows.
Application Deadlines: Applications are accepted on a rolling basis, but also see: https://ebideb.tubitak.gov.tr/giris.htm?language=en
Three types of visit are granted within this program:
Visiting Scientists/researchers on Short-term (up to 1 month):
Short-term fellowships fund is available for the following activities in Turkey:
 Conducting workshops/conferences/seminars etc.
 Giving tutorials/lectures etc.
 Participating in R&D activities
 Organizing technical meetings for scientific and technological collaboration
Visiting Scientists/researchers on Long term (up to 12 months):
Long-term fellowships fund is available for the following activities in Turkey:
 Conducting research and development (R&D)
 Teaching graduate/undergraduate courses etc.

MSCA Individual Fellowships
http://ec.europa.eu/research/participants/portal/desktop/en/opportunities/h2020/topics/msca-if2017.html Also see above for more information.

Funding opportunities for international exchange in the arts, humanities and social sciences

18

4. Institutional and Strategic partnerships with Cambridge
British Academy: International Partnership and Mobility Scheme
(not currently open for applications but expected in 2017)
One-year awards of £10,000 and three-year awards of up to £30,000 were available to support the
development of research partnerships between UK scholars and scholars in Africa, Latin America and
the Caribbean, the Middle East, Eurasia, South Asia, East and South-East Asia. Awards cover any
branch of the humanities or social sciences and are intended to focus on collaborative research on a
specific theme of mutual interest, rather than purely on establishing networks. Partnerships can
include a range of related activities, and mobility (in the form of visits in both directions, exchanges,
etc.) should form an integral part of proposals. The scheme is intended to initiate the development of
long-term links between UK and overseas scholars. A number of one-year partnerships were cofunded by the Ministry of Science & Technology Taiwan and the Shanghai Academy of Social
Sciences, with a February 2016 deadline. The call for applications is not currently available, however
may come back online in 2017. Log into the British Academy’s grant application tool e-GAP 2 to
view the scheme notes from 2016: https://egap.britac.ac.uk/Home.aspx

Newton Institutional Links (administered by the British Council) (not currently
open for applications but expected in Spring 2017)
https://www.britishcouncil.org/education/science/institutional-links
Institutional Links provides grants for the development of research and innovation collaborations
between the UK and partner countries. The grants are intended to provide small-scale seed
funding to:
 start and develop collaborations between academic groups, departments and institutions in
partner countries and the UK
 support the exchange of expertise and research knowledge
 establish local hubs for UK-partner country activities.
The programme is running under the Newton Fund(referred to as Newton Institutional Links),
which is part of the UK’s official development assistance programme, and also outside of the
Newton Fund. Under the Newton Fund, Institutional Links grants facilitate research which
tackles local development needs and challenges such as extreme weather conditions, access to
affordable health care, food and energy security. Newton Fund grants are intended to support
areas relevant to the economic development and welfare of partner countries. For the purpose of
the Newton Institutional Links Programme, we define research and innovation with development
relevance as activities that have the potential to contribute to the economic development and
social welfare of Newton Fund countries, benefitting poor and vulnerable populations in these
countries and beyond. Multidisciplinary proposals and proposals in Arts and Humanities and
Social Science disciplines are welcome (depending on country-specific priorities in each call).
Brief examples of research in the Arts and Humanities which may have development relevance
may be found: https://www.britishcouncil.org/education/science/newton/example-ahss-projects.
Information about Newton Fund partner countries is available here:
https://www.britishcouncil.org/education/science/newton

Grants can be between £30,000 to £300,000 over two years and cover costs including:
research-related costs; the exchange of researchers, students and industry staff (including
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SMEs and not-for-profit organisations); costs of organising meetings, seminars, training;
other activities to establish and strengthen collaborative links.
The guidelines for the July 2016 round and further information including eligibility criteria
can be found here: https://www.britishcouncil.org/education/science/currentopportunities/newton-institutional-links-july-2016. There are currently no calls available, but
previous calls have sought applications for collaborations between the UK and Brazil,
Colombia, Egypt, Thailand, or Vietnam, Mexico and Turkey. Each proposal must have
one Principal Applicant from the UK, as well as a Principal Applicant from the partner
countries listed above.
Further calls are expected in 2017 for specific countries. All calls will be listed here:
https://www.britishcouncil.org/education/science/current-opportunities along with all
opportunities from British Council Science and Research.

MSCA Co-funding of regional, national and international programmes that
finance fellowships involving mobility to or from another country (COFUND)
http://ec.europa.eu/research/participants/portal/desktop/en/opportunities/h2020/topics/msca-cofund2017.html
The MSCA offer additional funding to regional, national and international programmes for research
training and career development. COFUND programmes encourage the movement of researchers
across borders and provide good working conditions. The scheme can support doctoral and fellowship
programmes.
The next deadline is: 28 September 2017.
Slides from a recent Information Session (25 May 2016) hosted by the MSCA National Contact
point on the COFUND can be found here; and see too slides from one of the speakers, Alan Craig,
Head of Sector, COFUND, Research Executive Agency, which are available here.

MSCA Research and Innovation Staff Exchanges (MSCA RISE)
http://ec.europa.eu/research/participants/portal/desktop/en/opportunities/h2020/topics/msca-rise2017.html
RISE supports short-term mobility (international and inter-sectoral) of research and innovation staff at
all career levels, from the most junior (postgraduate) to the most senior (management), including also
administrative and technical staff. It is open to partnerships of universities, research institutions, and
non-academic organisations both within and beyond Europe. In worldwide partnerships, academia-toacademia exchanges are permitted. The next deadline is 5 April 2017.
An overview factsheet of the scheme and Slides from an UKRO Information event on the scheme
(February 2016) can be downloaded here: https://www.ahssresearch.group.cam.ac.uk/res-fundopps/EUFunding/MSCA.

EU Framework Programme for Research and Innovation Horizon 2020:
Spreading Excellence and Widening Participation
https://ec.europa.eu/programmes/horizon2020/en/h2020-section/spreading-excellence-and-wideningparticipation
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Despite serious efforts deployed at national and European level, the European Union sees significant
internal disparities in terms of research and innovation performance as also identified in
the Innovation Union Scoreboard. These trends are further exacerbated by the continuing severe
financial crisis, and the subsequent adverse effects on public research and innovation budgets.
Also, there is significant evidence pointing to the fact that the pathway to economic growth and
competitiveness is strongly connected to the scaling up of investment in research and innovation.
In order to address these challenges, Horizon 2020 introduces specific measures for spreading
excellence and widening participation. These measures are targeted at low-performing Member States
in terms of research and innovation, and they will be implemented by the Member States most in need
of the new Cohesion policy for the 2014-2020 programming period.




The Teaming action (associating advanced research institutions to other institutions, agencies
or regions for the creation or upgrade of existing centres of excellence) is a new feature under
Horizon 2020. It will provide new opportunities to the parties involved, with real prospects
for growth through tapping into new collaboration and development patterns, including the
establishment of new scientific networks, links with local clusters and opening up access to
new markets. This will offer national and local research new possibilities for exploitation and
value creation and boost the innovation potential of the countries involved.
Twinning will help strengthen a defined field of research in a knowledge institution through
linking with at least two internationally-leading counterparts in Europe.



The ERA Chairs scheme will provide support for universities and other research institutions
to attract and maintain high quality human resources and implement the structural changes
necessary to achieve excellence on a sustainable basis.



COST Actions: Supporting access to international networks for excellent researchers and
innovators who lack sufficient involvement in European and international networks:
http://www.cost.eu/participate/open_call

Further details of these schemes can be found at:
http://ec.europa.eu/research/participants/data/ref/h2020/wp/2016_2017/main/h2020-wp1617sewp_en.pdf
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5. Research Council Grants and Co-Funding Arrangements
This section highlights UK Research Council funding opportunities for UK
researchers to collaborate internationally in larger research projects.
AHRC and ESRC’s standard eligibility criteria apply.

AHRC and ESRC – International Co-Investigators anywhere in the world
AHRC and ESRC standard grants (up to £1million over five years, any topic) allow
inclusion of international Co-Investigators from anywhere in the world with suitable
academic experience. While no overheads can be paid to them, it is possible for them
to have research assistance and travel expenses, etc. and in exceptional circumstances
salary costs. International Co-I costs can be up to a maximum of 30% of the 100%
Full Economic Costs of a Proposal (e.g. £200k in a £600k project). The AHRC pilot
on inclusion of international Co-Investigators will run until 31st December 2016
while the ESRC’s policy is open-ended. If you are interested in collaborating
internationally under the AHRC standard grant scheme then please consider to apply
soon.

AHRC and ESRC – Collaboration with US-American colleagues
For collaboration between US-American and UK researchers, both AHRC and ESRC
have an agreement with the US National Science Foundation which allows for
proposals to be co-funded but only assessed at one end in order to simplify the
approval process. ESRC: normal funding limits apply, e.g. between £350,000 and
£1million for standard grants for the UK side of the collaboration); AHRC: between
£50,000 and £1million for the UK-side of the collaboration.

AHRC and ESRC – Collaboration with Brazilian colleagues (State of Sao Paulo)
For UK collaboration with researchers in the Brazilian state of Sao Paulo, AHRC and
ESRC have a co-funding scheme with FAPESP (the Sao Paulo research funding
council). The base for the agreement is that funding can be sought up to the maximum
of £2million funding level (up to £1million separately for the UK and Brazilian side)
(valid until 31/12/2020).

UK Research Councils Global Challenges Fund (up to £1.5billion until 2020)
The Research Councils have recently launched the Global Challenges Research Fund
which will make £1.5billion of research funding available until 2020. The role out of
the funds will be gradually increasing with larger calls especially released in 2017 and
2018. The distribution between thematic calls and responsive mode (any topic) is still
to be seen. It is expected that proposals need to be compliant with official
development assistance requirements.
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6. Some other ways of promoting international collaboration…
Aside from collaborating on an international research project, developing international/transnational/
intercultural approaches to your research topic, publishing in a wide range of international journals,
applying for network or event funding, receiving academic visitors to Cambridge, or taking part in
strategic institutional collaborations, there are a number of other ways in which international research
collaboration can be fostered (the list is by no means exhaustive):


Advise or mentor international colleagues or postgraduate students



Collaborate on an international consultancy project relevant to your disciplinary area (see
Cambridge Enterprise for more information regarding consultancy:
https://www.enterprise.cam.ac.uk/)



Assess international research projects (for instance, Cambridge academics may be
interested in registering as an Expert in order to act as a peer reviewer in evaluating Horizon
2020 proposals, and assist in the preparation, implementation or evaluation of programmes
and design of policies. This includes the Horizon 2020 Advisory Groups. Please
see: http://ec.europa.eu/research/participants/portal/desktop/en/experts/index.html.
As wider context, researchers may also be interested in the Commission’s register of Expert
Groups, see: http://ec.europa.eu/transparency/regexpert/index.cfm.



Explore the cross-cutting international activities of Research Councils and Academies:
Research Council UK has an international section which provides an introduction to the
international work of the 7 Research Councils including international strategy, funding,
activities and overseas teams (in China, India, US and Europe). See also: RCUK Engaging
with Europe: http://www.rcuk.ac.uk/documents/publications/rcuk-engaging-in-europe-awlowres-pdf/



Explore international networks for potential collaboration opportunities and ideas:
o EURAXESS - Researchers in Motion is a unique pan-European initiative providing
access to a complete range of information and support services to researchers wishing
to pursue their research careers in Europe or stay connected to it.
o Commonwealth Scholarship Commission
o Worldwide Universities Network



Explore databases of international scholars with particular expertise (for example, the
Database of Expertise in Middle Eastern and Islamic Studies hosted by the British Academy:
the database provides a comprehensive list of experts (scholars, journalists, and other
professionals) with expertise in the area of Middle Eastern and Islamic Studies. It also details
research links between UK academic institutions and those in the Middle East and North
Africa region. See: http://www.britac.ac.uk/database-expertise-middle-eastern-and-islamicstudies
Draw on international Research Offices and Institutions, for example:
o UKRO: The UK Research Office (UKRO) is the European office of the UK
Research Councils. It delivers a subscription-based advisory service for research
organisations (in the main UK HEIs) and provides National Contact Point services on
behalf of the UK Government. UKRO's mission is to maximise UK engagement in
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o

EU-funded research, innovation and higher education activities. See:
https://www.ukro.ac.uk/
British Academy Sponsored Institutes & Societies (BASIS)
http://www.britac.ac.uk/british-international-research-institutes
The British Academy sponsors a network of leading British institutes overseas
engaged in research and fieldwork across a wide range of humanities and social
sciences disciplines. The sponsored organisations sustain and support UK research
overseas, acting as hubs in the local region. They conduct world-class research as
well as providing facilities, financial, academic and logistical support and training to
researchers. The organisations also collaborate with a wide range of overseas and
UK-based partners. They each run an events programme of lectures, conferences and
workshops, held in the UK and overseas. Each organisation has its own publication
series. All of the organisations are autonomous bodies. The Academy supports six
institutes with premises overseas:
-

British Institute at Ankara (BIAA)
British Institute in Eastern Africa (BIEA) based in Nairobi
British Institute of Persian Studies (BIPS) based in London and Tehran
British School at Athens (BSA)
British School at Rome (BSR)
Council for British Research in the Levant (CBRL) based in Amman and East
Jerusalem

The Academy also supports the UK-based Society for Libyan Studies (SLS),
and provides administrative support to its long-standing associate, the British Institute
for the Study of Iraq (BISI).


Develop research relationships with international organisations appropriate to your research
area (for instance, aid organisations, government, media, professional societies)



Consider applying for international research prizes and awards



Develop international collaboration through existing (or new) philanthropic activities



Consider international collaboration through developing innovative research-based
knowledge-transfer or business relationships with existing (or new) collaborators:
o National Centre for Universities and Business
o Knowledge Transfer Partnerships: KTPs are a national scheme, which supports
collaborative projects involving a ‘Knowledge Base’ partner and a ‘Company’
partner, for example a university and an SME. Projects can be set up to include a
period where the researcher is located at the company’s facilities.
o Knowledge Transfer Networks: KTN is a group of individuals with shared interests
in an emerging and strategically significant technology. It provides an easy means of
acquiring and sharing knowledge, and participating in the development and
employment of that technology. Knowledge Transfer Networks



Contact the University’s International Strategy Office to understand more about the
University’s research priorities areas and established links with Africa, China, India,
Brazil, for example. See: http://www.international-strategy.admin.cam.ac.uk/
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Subscribe to Research Professional, the online database of research funding opportunities
and research policy news – set up a regular funding newsletter around your subject area and
key words, including countries. See: https://www.researchprofessional.com

ACS and DCW, Academic Division, 5 December 2016
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